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St. Anthony Street Bridge

HAER No. PA-99

Spanning Buffalo Creek on Legislative Route 59024,
Section 007, Lewisburg Borough and Kelly Township,
Union County, Pennsylwvania

UTH: 341590.4536860
Quad: Northumberland, PA

Date(s) of Censtruction: 1889; a new timber deck and stringers were added in

Builder:

Present Owner:

FPresent Use:

Significance:

Project Information:

Edited and
Transmitted by:

1937 and a timber deck again in 1961. The scuth
abutment was jacketed in concrete in 1982,

The Champicn Eridge Company of Wilmington, Ohic

Pennsylvania Department of Transpertation
Transportaticn and Safety Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Vehicular and pedestrian bridge

The St. Anthony Street Bridge is significant in the
areas of engineering and iransportation, speecifically
for its age, size, length of truss for this age, and
builder. The Champion Bridge Cempany is cne of the
natien's oldest bridge-building firms still in business
today. In addition, the existing stone masonry
abutments were built to support earlier wooden bridges.
The bridge has been determined eligible for the
National Register of Histeric Places.

The St. Anthony Street Bridge was documented by Yule,
Jerdan Associates (Camp Hill, Pennsylvania) fer the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation in 1986.

The preject team consisted of Nathan D. Wilsen, Project
Eridge Engineer; Neill G. Erikson, Project Design
Engineesr; Christine Corbe', Historian; and Laurence
Fohar, Photographer. The documentation was undertaken
te fulfill the Memarsndum of Agreement, which reguires
recordation as a mitigative measure before demolitien
of the structure.

Jean P. Yearby, HAER, 1%&7
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PART T. BHISTORICAL INFORMATICN

A.

B.

Physical History

The 5t. Anthony Street Eridge over Buffele Crsek was built in 1899 by the
Champion Bridge Cempany of VWilmington, Ohio, for the tnion County
Commissicners., The superstructure was censtructed on previously-built
stone masonry abutments approximately 35C feet north of the creek's
confluence with the west branch of the Susguehanna Rivesvr. After a fload
washed away an earlier bridge, the abutments were repaired {Unien County
Road Book 1800: 242) and the current bridge was completed in November
(Lewisburg Chrenicle, Kovember 21, 1889).

Constructed for a total contract price of $4,408, the bridge eventually
was turned over to the State, possibly by & legislative act effective
June 1, 19%0. Through this act, the Pennsylvania Department of Highways
teck over all bridges on state highwey rcutes.

The following repairs were recorded for the bridge in the 1979 Inspectiion
Report {Pennsylvania Department of Transpertatien):

1937 - New stringers and timber deck
1938 - Painting

1957 - Painting

19€1 - New timber deck

196% - Painting

1971 - Flame shortening

kepairs completed since the 1979 Inspection Repert include the felleowing:

January 22, 1sel Flame shertening ' $9,000
la82 Jacket Abutment Backwall $3,504

(south abutment)
March 14, 1983 Flame shortening $ 500
June 10, 1983 Flame shortering, Bsarings  $1,491

Histerical Context
1. History of the Crossing

Where Buffalo Creek flows east inta thz west branch of the Susquehsanna
River, the land has been known since histeric times as "Delta Place.”
Indians Tirst used the land as a hunting ground. After European
contact, white ssttlers moved Tarther into the interior. The first
survey in the Buffalo Valley, as the region was called, was made for
the Reverend John Ewing by William Maclay on February 22, 17€¢S. Only a
few days later, on February 28, the site of Lewisburg was surveyed for

the Penng (Reed, n.d.).



St. Anthony Street Eridge
HAFR Ne. PA-OQ
{Page 3)

A ferry established by Flaven Rean just north of the meouth of Buffalo
Creek expedited travel to the north past Delta Place (FHWA 1984

Cultural Resources Survey). Buffale Valley farm produce was transported
from the western interior tc Lewisburg, where it was taken onte flat
beats and floated south on the river tec Baltimore (Reed, n.d.).

Ludwig Derr set up a sawmill at the site of Lewisburg between 1770 and
177L. Afterward, he opened a grist mill and *rading post. As more
settlers arrived, they cleared the land and began farming. In 1785,
Derr laid eut the plan for the tawn cof Lewisburg, then called Lerr's
Town (FHWA 1984 Cultural Rezources Survey). The town was incerporated
in 1812 (Mauser 1l886).

It is known that & bridge spanning Buffelo Creek was built befere 1794,
when repsirs were made to the "old bridge.” One of the first covared
bridges in Union County was built over Buffalce Crecsk as early as 1802,
Erected by James Foore II, 1t was lecated at the feoot of St. Anthony
Street (FHWA 1984 Cultural Rescurces Survey).

First a highway, then a canal bypassed Lewisburg cn the east side of
the Susquehanna River. Eut the town refused to become a sleepy village
cut off from primary transpertation networks. When the Pennsylvania
Canal went through in 1828, Lewisburg business owners petitioned the
State legislature to build & cross-cut canal a few hundred yards south
of the present Susquehkanna River Bridge. The first canal becat crossed
the river in December 183%. As & major cemmercial artery, it provided
an economic stimulus to Lewisburg. The Lewisburg to Mifflinburg
turnpike, built circa 1830 when Lewisburg had a populatien cf 924,
offered another boost to settlement and trade (FHWA 1984 Cultural
Resources Survey).

It gppears that Moore's ceoversd bridge acress Buffale Creek stood until
October €, 1847, when "the west half of the bridge was carried away by
a flood and ledged against the River Bridge." A bridge existing at the
meuth of the creek was removed in April 1951, and a new one was built
(FEWA 1924 Cultural Resources Survey). However, the new structure
burned in 1853 (Snyder 1S76). FKaps of 1856 and 1868 and an 1884
cblique view all show a bridge at the St. Anthony Street locatien (TFHWA
1684 Cultural Resources Survey). The 1884 obligue view depicts it as a
covered bridge with double entrances.

A beat yard had been asscciated with the bridge since the mid-19th
century. By that time, Lewisburg had become a stop for logs rafted
down river from the huge beem at Williamsport (Sayder 19768). Often
tied together into rafts for floating downsiream, logs were used by the
beat yard fer lumber (Linn 1986). {olenel Eli Slifer and his partner,
William Frick, had meved their beat yard to Lewisburg in 1850,
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completing it in 1852. Although their mill burned in 1853, the same
year the bridge burned, it was rebuilt immediately. In 1868, the boat
yard was shown operating on the south side of Buffalo Creek on both
sides of St. Anthony Street. By 1886, it was known as P. Billmeyer and
Company, employed 100 workers, and produced finished lumber and river
bridges (FHWA 1984 Cultural Resources Survey; Msuser 1856)

In 1869, the first railroad, the Center and Spruce Creek, had been
built through Lewisburg. Ten years latsr, the name changed to the
Lewisburg and Tyrone Railrcad and was owned by the Pennsylvania
Railrcad (Mauser 1886). Before the railroad was constructed, the
region had depended on Lewisburg as a market because it was the only
town on the west side of the river to have canal transportation.
During the winter, sleds brought grain inte Lewisburg for shipment
elsewhere, since little could be processed in town. Local busineses
depended on selling finished goods and coal to the outlying areas.
When the railroad came threugh, warehcuses were built aleng it, and
Lewisburg lost the grain business for several years. But when two
steam-powered flour mills were built, the railroad began bringing grain
to Lewisburg for processing. It was an innovation that revolutionized
the grain trade (Mauser 1886).

The connection to the Reading Railrcad, provided by the Shamekin,
Sunbury and Lewisburg Railrcad in 1882, linked Lewisburg to New York
City and the West. According to a contemporary historian, this advance
awakened a spirit of enterprise that soon brought to the town a number
of manufacturers and created such a revival as was never heard of or
felt during any time in the town's previous histery" (Mauser 1886}.

Although population of the borough actually drepped from 3,121 in 1870
te 3,080 in 1880, the decrease was reported to be largely due to 1
general business depression and the burning of & Lewisburg foundry that
employed a large number of people (Mauser 1886).

By 1886, a year after the centennial celebration of the town's
founding, many cf the earlier sawmills had been replaced by flour
mills. The production of grain from the fertile limestone soil was the
major cccupation, At that time, Lewisburg was called by a contemporary
writer "the key to the Buffalo Valley,” the outlet for an area
extending 50 miles into the interior (Mauser 1886). In that year,
Lewigsburg's industries included three flour mills, two knitting
factories, a mower and reaper manufacturer, a nail works, planing and
furniture mills, and the P. Billmeyer boat yard (Mauser 1886).

Other amenities offered by the town in 1886 included the courthouse
(built in 1855), seven churches, an opera hause, Bucknell University
(opened in 1846), and three public schools. Total valuation of real
estate in the borough at that time was $1,465,00 (Mauser 1886).
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By 1886, the Lewisburg and Tyrone Railroad had a passsenger and fresight
depet in teown (Mauser 1886). The Shamcken, Sunbury and Lewisburg
Railrecad, which passed through Lewisburg between 5th and £th Streeis
and connected at West Milton, had two brick depots in the borough
(Fauser 1886).

The town also boastiad a telegraph (Snyder 1076) and several newspapers:
The Lewisburg Journal, The Lewisburg Chrenicle, and The Lewisburgh
Saturday News (Unien County Historical Secciety 1068).

In the midst of rapid pregress came disaster: the flood of June 1889,
Althcugh it caused a record inundation in Johnsteowrn (Snyder 1976),
destroying thousands of lives there and elsewhere, Lewisburg was one of
the few fortunate towns where no lives were lost. Nevertheless, the
flcod swept away a number of btridges on the Susquehanna's west branch
and on Buffalo Creek, including the St. Anthony Street Bridge
(Chronicle, June 6, 1889; Saturday News, June &, 188¢; Road Book 188C:
242).

A new creek crosgssing was needed, and the existing St. Anthony Street
Bridge appears in the recerds ¢f the Champion Bridge Cempany on June 27,
1889, for a contract price of $4,408 (p. ©4). Charles Hendricks was
listed as commissiener, and it is known that he= was a Union County
cormmissioner from 1888 to 1891. Rebert Brown and ¥ichael Slear were
also commissioners, and James Lepiey was ccunty treasurer {Snyder 1076).

The bridge was described as a 10-panel Pratt truss, 152' long, 16'
wide, and 24’ in height. Capacity was "100" (presumable a live load
capacity of 100 pounds per sguare fecet). Octcber was cited as the
projected date of completion. Terms wers cash upoen completion and
acceptance. A notation shows that the bridge was to be shipped to
Lewisburg by way of the Pennsylvania and Erie Railrecad {Champion Bridge
Cempany 1889).

A 1ist of costa for the bridge in the Champion reccrds sums up the
contract (p. 85):

Union County, Penna. 152' x 16' Bridge

1889
June 2 To Letting Exps 20
o " Cemmissions 1125
Oct. 10 " 59,%00 # Materials _ 1439 80
" " " Cegt of Kfg. 343 85
" " " Loading &c 14

" N " Belts, Paint &c
Scaffolding 17
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Oct. 10 To Pine Lumber 41 75
Oct. L7 " Freight &4

" " " Baul 5

" " " Lumb%l" 289 60

" " "  FErection Exps. 215 QO

" " "  Freight con Teols ceavrsasssssusanaan 00
Pec. 24 By Cash 44CE

Baiance 08

The weekly Lewisburg Chronicle reporied on November 7, L8882, that "the
new bridge over Buffale Creek was "well under way, and will be resdy
for travel within a wesk or twe." Alse in the article is evidence of
the structure's original material: "It ig & very neat iron structure.’

A week later, the Chrcnicle mentiened that the Champion Bridge Company
was deing a "substantial job of the Buffaloe bridge"” and it would be
ready for crossing "in a few days" {(Nevember 14, 1880).

On November 21, the paper reperted that the "bridge over the mouth of
Buffale Creek is now complete” and added that it was a "superb job"
(Chrenicle, November 21, 188S%). fThe same issue announced the cempletion
of the Lewisburg Bridge over the Susquehanns River.

Barlier that week, on Nevemkar 18, the Uniorn Ceounty Commissicners had
filed a petiticn te have the new EBuffale Creek Eridge inspected. The
county bridge "lately swept away by a fleed or freshet" had been
"rebuilt and reconstructed by repairing the stonework therecf, and by
entering inte a contract with the Champion Bridge Compeny of Wilmingteon,
Chio, for the building of the superstructure of the same for the sum of
Four thousand four hundred and eight dollars...[T}he said bridge is now
completed agresably to the said contract.”

The petition askesd the court tc appoint inspectors for the bridge. The
inspectors cr "viewers" named were Jes. M. Housel, S. I. EBates, and
Strawbridge McCreight. After examining the bridge, the viewers filed a
report Nevember 30: "...[The bridge] is completed in & substantial and
workmanl ike manner complying with [in} full with the contract entered
into with the Commissioners of said County...." The cemmissicners were
authorized to pay for the bridge cn December 18 (Read Book 182G: 253),
and Champion ncted receipt of payment on December 24 (Champion Bridge
Company 1889).
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2. Histery of the Champion Bridge Cempany (Builder)

The Champion Bridge Company of Wilmingten, Ohico, is one of the nation's
oldest bridge building firms {Miars 1972) and the only major LSth
century Ohio company still in businesss today (Simmons 1978). Their
technolegical and design contributions to nationsl bridge engineering
and their total velums of work sets them apart from most other similar
firms (Simmons 1978).

Zimri Wall, who had been building timber bridges at least sines 1860,
joined with his brother Jonathan to ferm Z. & J. Wall and Company.
Although they continued to build wooeden bridges, they began
experimenting with wrought iron and patented a wrought iron trussed
arch bridge in 1874. During the development of the arch, Albert Bailey
joined the Wall brothers' partnership. The partners ranufactured and
sold the arch under the nams of the "Champion Wrought Iron Arch” and
called the partnership "The Champion Iroen Dridge and Manulacturing
Company." When their manufacturing shops cpened in Wilmingten in 1875,
Zimri Wall was erection superintendent, his brothsr Jonathan oversaw
engineering and salss, and Bailey was shop superintendent. By July
1875, the company employed 20-2% men, whe were producing bridge
castings, stove bowls, and other casting work in their feundry. As the
business grew and became known for its gquality production, Jonathan Wall
began traveling throughout Chio, Indiana, and Kentucky selling the
patent arch as well as peny and high truss bridges (Miars 1972},

The company incorperated in 1878 to manufacture and repair iron
bridges, farm implements, iroen fences, and other types of machinery.
In February 1881, the name of the firm was changed tc the Champion
Bridge Company. The articles of incorperation were also modified teo
include steel, wood, and combinaticn bridges as well as irom bridges
{¥Miars 1972).

The 1880s and 189%Cs marked the galden era of the company. Abel C.
Priges, who was hired in 1884, was responsible for the firm's early use
of steel instead of ircn. The firm was one of the first teo use and
edvertise steel for smaller highway bridges (Simmens 1978).

In 1880, Jonathan Wall develicped a bridge pin that allowed equalization
of tension on pairs cof syebars where one was longer than the other.
Because they were hand-forged, the eyebars often were not produced te
exactly the same length, Often the shorter one would take all ths
tepsion until it stretichead or broke. A patent for the pin was issued
in 1881 (Fiars 1972).

In the mid-18&0s, George Owens joined the company as a salesman and
opened the large southern market. To service these clients, the firm
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egtablished a headquarters in Eirminghasm, Alabama. Years later, the
office was moved teo Atlanta, Gecrgia. Around 1900, another office was
cpened in Chattancoga, Tennessse. By 1910, the company was building
bridges scuth eof the Ohio Kiver to the Gulf of Mexice and throughout
the regicn east of the Mississippi (Misrs 1972).

During the 1§2Cs, most of the firm's work invelved bridges, althcugh
warehouse and factory structural steel was aise included. In 1935,
R. J. Miars purchased the firm and fermed a partnership. Thereafter,
the company began diversifying inte structural steel and was
incerperated in 1956 (Miars 1972).

By 1972, only a small portion of thes firm's total centract velums
consisted of bridge constructicn. The majority of business had turned
to the large market in fabricated structural steel (Fisrs 1972},

Relatienship of the Bridge to Local Surroundings and Transportaticn
Needs

The existing St. Anthony Street Bridge was built on abutments of the
previcus bridge, after the stons masenry had been repaired after a
flood. The ferry that had preceded ali the earlier bridges may have
been at a nearby location since it was reported te be north of the
mouth of Buffalo Creek.

That a ferry and a number cf bridgss were established at the St. Anthony
Street locaticen illustrates the importance of the cressing. When the
flecod of June 1889 desiroyed the structure standing at that time, the
new bridge was built within five menths, again indicating that the site
served as a key cressing in the area.

By the early 1900s, lLewisburg had becoms an industrial center with
flour and textile mills and a chair factery. Bucknell University had
also expanded (FHWA 1984 Cultural Rescurces Survey). The St. Antheny
Street Bridge contributed to Lewisburg's centinued growth in the late
1800s and early 1200s by providing a convenient crossing to the
nerthwestern interior. Today, it offers a short cut to the community
facilities along Travel Route 15 north of the berough.

Other Sources of Additional Information

A postcard showing the St. Anthony Street Bridge in the far distance is
located in the pestcard collections of the Pennsylvania Archives in
Harrisburg. Postmarksd September 20, 1906, the card has not been
reproduced bescause the bridge itself is barely visible.
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A 1925 postcard of Lewisburg, shoewing the £t. Antheny Street Eridge in
the distance and partially hidden by frees, arpears in “"Telta Place,"
by Doris Hartley Reed (n.d.). Again, beczuse of remcteness of the view,
it has not reproduced here.

Preseni-day oblique views of the bridge are retained in the fiies of
Pistrict 3-C of the Pennsylvania Depariment of Transportatien in
Fentoursville,

5. Repressntation in Existing Surveys

The existing 3t. Anthony Strest Bridge is listed in the Pennsylvania
Historic Hesource Survey and had been determined eligible for the
Naticonal Register of Historic Places. The National Register Nomination
Form is included in the Preliminary Case Heport for the preject
(Federal Highway Administration 1Q84).

PART TI. ENGINEERINC LNFORMATIQN

a.

Descriptien of Existing and Criginal Structurse

Photographs 1 through 22 identify representative features of the
substructure and superstructure. Fhotographs 2% and 24 include drawings
of the bridge in plan and creoss-section., The numbering system used to
identify the truss menbers is shown in Phetograph 23,

In 1844, Thomas and Caleb Pratt patented the combination truss of woed and
iron and, by 1850, the entire truss was made of metal., In the Pratt, the
verticals are in compression except the end suspender or hip vertical,
which is a tension member. The diagenals are in tension except the twe at
the end called endposts. The counter diagonals in the St. Anthony Street
Bridge, Fanels 4, 5, &, and 7, come into action when the live lecad passing
over the bridge causes a reversal of stress in the main diagensls. Thus,
all dizgonals are tension members censisting of either rods or eyebars. If
no countsrs were used, diagonals with stress reversal would have to be
heavy built-up members, similer to the top cherds, to take the imposed
compressive siresses.

The top lateral system forms & truss that transfers lateral forces to the
endpests threough the end portals and ente the bearings. Lateral lcads on
the lower lateral system are transferred directly to the bearings.

The pin connecticns used in the St. Anthony Street Bridge allow rotation
for meving lecads. The eyebars are veported to be loop-welded (FHWA 1984

‘Preliminary Case Report). Pin connections became pepular in the 19th

century for theiv ability te rotate, 1In the long run, however, the pins
allowed movement and wear in the structure jeints. Eiveted connections,



S5t. Anthony Street Bridge
HAER No. PA-99
(Page 10)

which were static and thus had an advantage over the pins, began to reduce
use of the pins in the 1880s (Simmons 1978).

The St. Anthony Street Bridge, shown in its entirety in Photographs 1, and
%, i® a single span Prati through truss, 150' long. It censistis of 10
panels of 15" width. All joints are pin-connected. The roadway width is
15' petween wooden curbs with a vertical eclearance of 10' over a width of
14" -9" at the portals. The deck consists of wood 2x4s overlaid by asphalt.
Steel stringers, simple supported, span between floer beams at panel
peints. The tep chord, end posts, and verticals, with the exception of

the hip verticals, are all built up from channels and plates. The hip
verticals, diagonals, counters, and lower chords are made up of reds of
various sizes. The top and bottom lateral system censista of rods.

Structural material, according te the 1979 lnspection Repert (Pennsylvania
Department of Transpertation), is assumed to be wrought iron with steel
repairs. The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, hawever,
believes that it is steel (FHWA 1984 Preliminary Case Report).

Photographs 4, 6, 7, and 11 show the double portal system for transferring
lateral wind forces from the upper chord to the endpost. The portal
ornament (Photograph 5), a rectangular design with corner embellishments,
was a design used on other Champion bridges (Miars 1972). The loop in the
corner brace may &iso be representative cof its builder.

Located at eazch upper panel point is the sway bracing (Phetographs 8 and
9). Composed of four angles with a laced lattice web, the sway bracing
acts as g strut for the upper lateral system.

The top chords of the bridge consist of built-up sections made of two 87
channels with a top cover plate and lower spacing bars (Photographs 10,
12, and 13). The lower chord consists of twe bars of increasing sizes,
frem end te center span, with pin eyes at panel points (Photograph 18).
Similarly, the main diagonals consist of two eyebars while the counter
diagonals are single round rods with loopsd ends and turnbuckles for
adjustment (Photographs 15 and 16).

The flcor system consists wood 2x4s turned on edge and cverlaid with a
macadam-wearing surface. New steel stringers were installed in 1937. The
timber deck was built in 1961. Of interest is the inverted U-bolt
connection supporting the floor beams at each pinned panel point
(Photographs 14, 18, and 19). The floor beams agre built-up sections
congisting of a web plate, flange angles, and cover plates (Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation 1979).

The railing consists of a two-pipe rail connected to the verticals at the
panel peints. FPhotograph 17 shows the attachment te the bars at the end
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vertical. The spacer bar, looped arocund each rail (shown immediately
right of the connectiecn) probably belengs at the mid-panel point.

The substructure consists ef abutments constructed of large stone mascnry
blocks (Photographs 20,21, and 22). Beth abutments have cencrete caps,
and the south abutment was jacketsed with concrete in 1587.

Construction History of the Original Structure

The division of labor among the cempany's directers was typical of bridge
firms, which generally werked through a tid and centract system,
Hormally, the county enginesr wrote the specifications for a new bridge.
The company salesman inspected the site, decided on the most appropriate
designs for the setting, and prepared a number of bids. The company shop
fabricated and mass-preduced the parts (Simmens 1978).

katerials and tools were typically shipped ahead by rail and, if all went
well, would arrive at the nearest railroad siding before the foreman.
Once at the site, the foreman hired a local canstructioen crew, bought
lunber and other supplies from local merchants, and arranged to have
teamsters haul the materials to the stream locaticn. With a tsam of six
or eight mules, wagons weuld carry the bridge piece by piece to the
selected site (Miavs 1972). In the case of the St. Anthony Eridge, the
haul was relatively short from the railrcad te the construction location.

The company's bridges were usually built eon scaffelding with the aid of
block and tackle. Balanced tenuously on its falsework, at this stage the
bridge was particularly vulnerable to floods and legs cov debris drifting
downstream. MNMost of the riveting was done in the shop because of the
difficulty of driving rivets by hand under these conditions (Kiars 1C72).

Pescription of thes Site

The existing St. Anthony Street Bridge is positioned in a northeast-
southwest direction, approximately 350 feet nerth of the mouth of Buffalo
Creek. The structure is perpendicular to the stream, which flcws southeast
into the west branch of the Susquehanna River.

The superstructure rests on stone masoenry abutments constructed feor
earlier bridges. The abutments are built into medsrately sloping
vegetated banks. No evidence of piers exists in the creek,

The bridge provides a cressing between the buillt-up secticen of Lewisburg
Borough to the scuth and an agricultural field cwned by United Methedist
Home in Kelly Township to the north. In addition, the structure offers a
gshert-cut for motorists to the shepping areas, a hospital, and cother

facilities located aleng Travel Route 15, north of Lewisburg.
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PART TII., SOUECES OF INRFORMATION

A,

Enginsering Drawings

The original drawings for the 188Q ccnstruction year ars not available,
according to the 1G7C Inspection Report (Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation). However, the snginesring drawings completed for the 1070C
bridge inspection are refained on microfilm in the Engineering Listrict 2-0
Office of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportstion in Mentoursville,
Pennsylvania. Phetecopies of these dravwings are included in this
documentation as Photcgraphs 23 and 24.

Histerical Visws

The only historical views of the 3t. Anthony Street Bridge that wsrs
uncevered were feund in the Postcard Collection o the FPennsylvania
Archives, Harrisburg, Psnnsylvania, and in the "Delta Place"” pamphlet
{Reed n.d.). Eecth views, one from 1906 &nd thz othsr from 192%, ars
panoramas of Lewisburg that show the exisiing structure in the far
distance. Eecause of thes remctensess of the views and the lsck of contrast
in the photagraphs, n¢ details of the bridge could be determined.
Enlargements would not have centributed to knowisdge about the bridge.

Interviews

Interviews that ylelded information about the St. Anthony Street Bridge
were conducted with representatives of L) the Pennsylvania Despariment of
Transpertation, 2) the Ohio Historical Seciety, 3) The Pennsylvania
Histerical and Museum Commissien, and 4) lecal histeorians.

The fellcwing information and documents were provided by each source:
L. Fennsylvania Depavtment of Transpertation:

a. "In Depth Bridge Inspection Repert™ (197¢)

b. Preliminary Case Report, St. Anthony Street Eridge Replacement
Project, April 1985

¢. Envircenmental Assessment, St. Anthony Street Bridge Replacement
Project, April 1985

d. Cultural Resources Survey, St. Anthony Street Bridge, April
1984

e. Technical Memorandums, St. Anthony Street Bridges Replacement
Projsct, Septesmber 1984

f. Pennsylvariz Historic Rescurce Survey Form, St. Anthony Street
Eridge

g. Present-day cblique phcetegraphs
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Ohio Historical Society, 1885 Velma Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.
Tauni Graham, telephens interview, February 18, 1886,

Champion Eridge Cempany Keccrds, 1E89

Pennsylvania Historicai and Museum Cemmission, Harrisburg, PA.
Pan Diebler, persenal interview, April 30, 1G&84.

Informaticn on historic significance of existing bridge.
Charles M. Snyder, auther of Union {ity, Pennsylvania: A

Bicentennial History. Lewisburg, PA: Colonial Printing House,
167¢. Telephone interview, lavch L, L9E6.

Information on 1889 newspapers, The Lewisburg Chronicle
and The Lewisburgh Saturday News, in the holdings of
Bucknell University.

Merrill Linn, lecal historian, Lewisburg, PA. Telephone interview,
lbareh 10, 186,

Information on use of Buffalo Cresk and Susquehanna River
for lumbering activities.

DP. PBibiiography

l. Primgry and Unpublished Sources

=1

Columbus, Ohin, Ohioc Histerical Scciety. KSS 817/1/2. Chanmpion
Bridge Company Records, L88%, pp. £-3, 94-85, Includes bridge
dimensions and other information used for criginal censtruction
centract. Lists costs of waterials, commissions snd shipping, as
well as tetal price paid by Unien County Coemmissicners.

Harrisburg, FPennsylvania. Pennsyivanie Archives. PFanuscript Group
- 213, Postcard Collection, Unlon County, Box 32, Lewisburg.
Contains peostcard titled "River View, Lewisburg," showing St.
Anthony Street Bridge in far distasnce, with square raft-type
structure near north abutment. C(ard is pestmsrked September 2C,
1906,

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. Uniern County Courit House, Prothenctary's
Office. Road Boock, March Sessions, 1885 tc September Sessions,
1891, Union County. “Lewisburg, No. 2, Petition fer Inspection of
Bridge across Buffalo Creek at Lewisburg." 188%. p. Z242.
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« "Lewisburg. 6, County Eridge. Order and Repert
of Bridge Inspsction cof County Bridge across Buffale Creek at

Lewisburg."” TDecember Sessicns, 1889. p. 253,

Iewisburg, Pennsylvania. Union Ceunty Court House, Prothenotary's
0ffice. "Read Leperts, December Sessieous, 188S." HManuscript
Notes.

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, "In Depth Inspecticn
Report, Thru Truss Over Buffale {reek, L.RK. 56024 Station 15+74,
Lewisburg, Unien County, Pennsylvania." Unpublished report
prepared by Distriet 7-0 Eridge Inspection, January 1974.

Secendary and Published Sources

.

Federal Highway Administraticn and Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation, Cultursl Resources Survey, 3t. Anthony Street
Eridge Replacement/Rehabilitation Preject, L.R. 59024, Bectien
007, Unicn County, Pznnsylvania, April 1984.

Federal Highway Administraticen and Pennsylvania Ispartment of
Transpertation, Environmental Assessment, St. Anthony Street Bridge
Replacement Project, L.R. 55024, Section 007, Berough of Lewisburg
and Kelly Township, Unien (ecunty, Pennsylvanla, April L9€5.

Federal Highway Administraticn and Pennsylvania Lepartment of
Transportatien, Preliminary Case Report, St. Anthony Street Bridgze
Replacement Project, L.R. 59024, Section 007, Berough of Lewisburg
and Kelly Township, Union County, Pennsylvania, September 1984.

Federal Highway Administraticn and Pennsylvania liepartment of
Transportation, Technical Memorandums, St. Antheny Street Bridge
Replacement Progect, L.K. 52024, Section 007, Berough of Lewisbhburg
and Kelly Township, Union City, Psnnsylvanis, September 1984.

The Lewishurg Chrenicle. Ne Title. Thursday, Nevember 7T, 1889,
pe 1. In the microfilm collsctions of Bucknell University,
Eertrand Library, Periodicals Section, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.

. No title. Thursday, Nevember 14, 1889, p. l.
. No title. Thursday, Fovember 21, 188G, p. 1.

. Ko title. Thursday, June 6, 1889, p. 1.
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i. The Lewisburgh Saturday Kews, 1889. Although the June and
November numbers were researched, the only mention ef a Buffale
Creek bridge
appeared in the June 8 issue, along with woodcuts of general flood
views. Original newspapsrs are in the heldings of Bucknsll Uni-
versity, Bertrand Library, Periodicals Sectien, Lewisburg, PA.

Je Mauser, 1. H. Centennial Histery eof Lewisburg. Lewisburg, 188€.

k. Kiars, David H. "A Century of Bridges," The Histcry of Champien
Bridge Company and the Develcpment of Industrial Manufacturing in
Wilmington, Ohio." Paper prepared for the Clinton Ccunty
Histeorical Scciety for presentstion on larch £€, 1972. Wilmington,
Ohio: Cox Printing Company, 1S87Z2.

1. Feed, Doris Hartley. "Delta Place,” 1269 -« 1976. Famphlet
available st Lewisburg United Methodist Homes, Lewisburg, PA, n.d.

m. Simmons, David. "Eridge Preservation in Ohie." OQhio Cities and
Villages, August 1Q78. Provides several paragraphs on the Champion
Eridge Company and on typical constructicn yprecedures of wrought
iron bridges.

n. Union Cecunty Historical Society. Union County’s Heritage. Vol. 1.
Annual publicaticn of the Unien County Histericsl Scciety, PA,
196&.

Sources Investigated Without Result

Although the fellowing scurces wsere investigated, they had no histerical
information on the St. Anthony Street Bridge:

L.

Bucknell University, Special Cecllections - University Archives,
Bertrand Library, Lewisburg, PA. TDToris Dysinger, Assistant, personal
interview, March Ll, 188E. The Davis cellectien of photographs and the
Lewisburg history files did not yield any information.

femmissicner's Office, Union {ounty Court House, Lewisburg, PA.

Himmelreich Memerisl Library, Lewisburg, PA

National Trust for Historic Pressrvation, Washington, D. C.
Pamela Thurber, telephone interview, February 19, 1986.

Packweod Heouse Museum, Lewisburg, PA.
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£. Pennsylvania Archives, Harrisburg, PAi. Recerd Group (RG)-20, “"General
Services" File; RG-12, "Highways, Photegraphic Unit" file; and
Manuscript Group-21€, "General Photegraph Collection” were investigated
without result.

7. Becerder of Deeds Office, Union Ceunty Court Heuss, Lewisburg, PA.
g. Stahl, F. Y., ¥ilten, PA, Postcard Collections.

9. Unien County Historical Seeciety, Lewisburg, PA. Jeanstte Lasansky,
telephone interview, February 27, LQE€.

10. Unien County Journal, Lewisburg, PA. NMary Ann Fleming, Editor,
telephene interview, February 27, 1986. This nswspaper dees not have
records dating to 1E8EQ.

Likely Sources Kot Yet Investigated

Additional numbers of The Lewisburg Chronicle and The Lewisburgh Saturday
News may provide infermaticn on repairs te the bridge. If located, the
Lewisburg (new Union Ceunty) Journal may yield articles on the 1889

Present-day cbligque photographs of the St. Anthony Street Bridge and its
setting are on file at Ingineering District 3-0 cof the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, Mentoursville, Pennsylvania.

Christine E. Corbe’, Preject Histerian, Yule, Jordan Asscciates,
P. Q0. Beox 337, Camp Hill, Fennsylvania L7CLl.

F.
St . Anthony Streest Dridge.
G. Supplemental Material
H., Data Pages FPreparer
IV. PROJECT IRFOEMATION
A. Preparers

Nathan D. Wilsen, P.E., Yule, Jordan Associates, Philadelphia, PA, Project
Bridge Fngineer

Neill G. Erikson, P.E., Capitol Dngineering Corporation, Dillisburg, P4,
Project Design Engineer '

Christine E. Cerbe', Yule, Jordan Associates, Camp Hill, PA, Preject
Historian

Laurence ¥ohar, Media Productions, Harrisburg, PA, Project Phetographer
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Agernicy Hequesting Preparaticn

Pennsylvania Pepartment of Transportation, Enginsering District 3-0,
Montoursviile, PA. WMr. Kenneth C. Larson, Jr., P.E., District Enginser.
Mr. Thomas D, Larson, Secretary of Transportation.



ST ANTHONY STREET BRIDGE

.l. IITYIE YR
[ .

P i

d [

.....
i

IR

ST ANTHONY STREET BRIDGE |

LOCATION MAP

. SCALE:1"=1000'




